
Welcome!

Please introduce yourself by putting your name, 
email address, and community in the chat box

All participants will be on mute during the entire webinar

If you have questions, please list them in the chat box

There will be a Q&A session at the end of the webinar for the 
questions listed in the chat box



Nebraska Preschool 
Development Grant (PDG)

Webinar Introducing
Communities for Kids PLUS (C4K+)











Preschool Development Grant (PDG)

•Nebraska awarded federal Preschool Development Grant (PDG)
•Communities for Kids Plus {C4K PLUS (+)} developed

•C4K+ Opportunities:
•Early Childhood Community Coordinator (ECCC)
•Early Childhood Quality and Capacity Building (QCB)
•Early Learning Scholarships (ELS)
•Spanish Speaking/Bilingual Child Care Support Initiative









Eligible Communities
•Nebraska Children affiliated communities only

•Organization/Entity eligible to receive federal funding and manage a 
reimbursement system

•Fiscal Agent should be accessible

•Commitment to early care and education alignment of partners and systems 
(not a stand-alone plan)

•One letter of interest per community/area/region



C4K+ 
Contract 

Expectations



Letter of Interest



Letter of Interest



Letter of Interest

•Description of the proposed service area

•Narrative of proposed role of an ECCC

•Key collaborations and alignment of partnerships





Early Childhood Community Coordinator (ECCC) 
Request for Proposal (RFP)

• Invitation only (based on Letter of Interest)

• Assessment of need, identify strengths and gaps

• Alignment with all EC work, braided funding to enhance position

• Individual technical assistance is available



Early Childhood Community Coordinator 
(ECCC)

• A new or expanded coordination position

• Build early child care and education capacity

• Coordinates development of early childhood infrastructure

• Aligns local early childhood initiatives

• Co-create work plans, priorities, and fund requests



Early Childhood Community Coordinator (ECCC)



Early Childhood Community Coordinator 
(ECCC)

Expected Outcomes:

• Advance early childhood efforts

• Develop/support local collaborative infrastructure

• Increase access to early childhood resources

• Align with all local early childhood initiatives

• Participate in evaluative measures

• Participate in statewide coordinator calls/leadership training



Early Childhood Community Coordinator (ECCC) 
Proposals

• 25 – 35 proposals funded

• Funding tiers divided by population

• Technical Assistance - tiers / budgeting

• Reimbursement payments



Early Childhood Community Coordinator (ECCC)
Funding Tiers









Early Childhood Quality and Capacity Building 
(QCB)

• Increase quality, availability and access to excellent early learning 
programs

• Help communities to implement innovative approaches

• Technical assistance will be provided in developing quality 
enhancement plan and business plan



Early Childhood Quality and Capacity Building 
(QCB)

Strong Focus on:
• Quality improvement plan development/implementation
• Planning and evaluative initiative participation
• Leadership capacity representing early childhood 

importance

Must be related to capacity and quality enhancement 
activities

Communities can request funds for multiple projects



Early Childhood Quality and Capacity Building 
(QCB)

Expected Outcomes
•Address child care capacity concerns
• Increased access to quality child care for ALL families
•Financial support for programs starting up or quality improvement process
•Development of community-wide early childhood network
• Increased education and connection - communities and providers
•Development of successful program tools/models 

•Professional development and improved compensation - early care workforce
• Inform policy and practice at local, regional, and state levels





Early Learning Scholarships (ELS)

• Increase working families’ access to quality child care
• Children 6 weeks – 6 years
• Full day/full year settings

• Provide tuition assistance for working families of low- to 
moderate-income to help afford quality care



Early Learning Scholarships (ELS)

Expected Outcomes:

• Increase the number of child care providers participating in 
Step Up to Quality

• Increase access to quality care and education for working 
families of low- to moderate-income





Spanish Speaking/Bilingual 
Child Care Support Initiative

Community Eligibility:

• Communities with Hispanic/Latinx populations - 15% or greater (US 
Census Bureau)

• Ability to provide training offered in Spanish or by qualified 
interpreter and provide translated training materials

• Coordinate with all early childhood initiatives including DHHS and 
CACFP representatives on subsidy contracts, licensing, food/nutrition 
contracts and other support



Spanish Speaking/Bilingual 
Child Care Support Initiative

Expected Outcomes for Spanish speaking / bilingual child care providers:

• Access to early childhood professional development

• Access to quality improvement activities

• Ongoing support to pursue or expand their professional child care business

• Increase participation in licensure, Step Up to Quality, CACFP

• Enhanced learning environment for children



Communities for Kids Plus (C4K+) 
Opportunities 

Timeline & Technical Assistance





Early Childhood Community Coordinator (ECCC)

Early Childhood Quality and
Capacity Building (QCB)

Early Learning Scholarships (ELS)

Spanish Speaking / Bilingual
Child Care Support Initiative

Letter of Interest

Early Childhood Community Coordinator 
RFP Invitation



Technical Assistance

Marti Beard Rachel Sissel Jackie Farrell

Noelle WegnerShonna Werth Courtney Albrecht
calbrecht@nebraskachildren.org

(402) 405-0518

nwegner@nebraskachildren.org
(402) 480-2501

swerth@nebraskachildren.org
(308) 785-8192

mbeard@nebraskachildren.org
(402) 310-7251

jfarrell@nebraskachildren.org
(402) 641-9176 

rsissel@nebraskachildren.org
(308) 874-6190

mailto:calbrecht@nebraskachildren.org
mailto:nwegner@nebraskachildren.org
mailto:swerth@nebraskachildren.org
mailto:mbeard@nebraskachildren.org
mailto:jfarrell@nebraskachildren.org
mailto:rsissel@nebraskachildren.org


Q & A
• List questions in the chat box

• Participants will stay on mute unless asked for clarification

• Questions will be answered in the order they were received

• If your community has further questions and would like one of our staff to reach 
out, list ONE designated point person's name, community, phone number and 
email address in the chat box

• For more information, a FAQ page will be live 7/20/2020 on Nebraska Children’s 
PDG page.  

• Staff contact information will be listed on the FAQ page

• Communities reaching out to staff - we ask that there be ONE designated person who will be 
the point of contact, ask all questions, and relay information to the community team
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