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Group working to make Gothenburg an ‘Early Learning Community’

Each community has an iden-
tity, and Gothenburg is no dif-
ferent. Ask anyone who lives or
visits, and they will have words
to describe the people, the ser-
vices, and the opportunities in
the area. The Gothenburg Early
Childhood Learning Coalition
(GECLC)isworkingtoadd “Early
Learning Community” to the
town’s identity.

Last spring, a survey taken
by members of the community
helped identify the early child-
hood priorities in Gothenburg.
The GECLChasbeenusingthese
survey results as a guide to ad-
dress the need for reliable, qual-
ity early childhood education
for every child in the commu-
nity. This surveywas conducted
through GECLC’sinvolvement in
theNebraska Children and Fami-

lies Foundation Communities
for Kids Initiative, which aims
to partner with communities’
public and private entities to
support and coordinate plan-
ning for access to high-quality
early care and education for all
children. The GECLC recently
received a $25,000 grant to be
used for further study and plan-
ning in support of early child-
hood education and wellness in
Gothenburg.

It was through this work
with the Communities for Kids
Initiative that Gothenburg was
recently selectedtobeapartofa
Nebraska cohort in the National
League of Cities’ City Leadership
for Building an Early Learning
Nation Initiative. This initiative
is part of a national effort to
identify and support communi-

ties that prioritize programs and
policies toimprove outcomes for
young children. Other partici-
pating Nebraska communities in
the cohortinclude: GrandIsland,
Norfolk,Red Cloud, Schuyler and
Wood River.

Marti McFadden Beard, as-
sociate vice president with
Nebraska Children and Families
Foundation, through the Com-
munities for Kids Initiative,
stated that they are grateful for
the opportunityto participatein
the Early Learning Community.

“Nebraska ranks near the top
in the list of states with a high
percentage of parents in the
workforce. Available quality
care is critically important to
our state’s workforce and com-
munity vitality efforts. We look
forward to the partnership with

other cities and learning from
the expertise of the National
League of Cities,” said Beard.
The Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation Communi-
tiesforKidsInitiative was chosen
for its commitment to working
with local leaders in Nebraska
to prioritize early learning and
the well-being of children. The
Foundation will use the National
League of Cities’ Institute for
Youth, Education and Families
(YEF Institute) Early Learning
Communities Action Guide and
Progress Rating Tool with lo-
cal Nebraska leaders to assess
their progress and continue to
develop action plans to move
forward. This initiative also
includes in-person and virtual
opportunities for learning from
peer cities and national experts.

The GECLCBoard of Directors
will begin working with National
League of Cities on this process
later this month. Board presi-
dent Colten Venteicher said,
“Providing supports to early
childhood programs has been at
the forefront of our community
efforts over the last five years,
andbeingselected to participate
in this NLC initiative is one of
the next steps in continuing that
progress in years to come.” The
GECLC Board meets weekly to
discuss opportunities and ways
to provide the best possible
support for early childhood
education and wellness for the
families of Gothenburg, and they
arecurrently seekingapplicants
for a community coordinator to
work with them in this process.
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Pony Express delivers at the ‘speed of sound

EXPRESS

tune radio to

The Pony Express Station Museum in Gothenburg now presents
information via sound. Visitors may tune in to FM 88.1 on the radio
to learn additional information. (Contributed photo)

The original Pony Express
Station Museum located in Go-
thenburg — the Pony Express
Capital of Nebraska — has
added a new feature for motor-
ists who visit when traveling
throughthestate: Historyofthe
Pony Express delivery service
at the speed of sound via their
vehicleradio. Visitors now have
the ability to tune in to an FM
broadcast anytime they’re near
the museum and hear a familiar
western voice greet them with

- information about the Pony Ex-

press and its place in American
history.
The station is located in a

% beautiful city park/arboretum
- that is accessible and open to

the public 24 hours a day, 365
days ayear. “We want all guests
to have the opportunity to hear
some history about the Pony Ex-
press and museum information
no matter what time of day or
night they visit.” said Museum

Curator Matt Weiss. “I've per-
sonally met people hereas early
as 5 am and well after midnight.
Everyone who takes the time
and effort to get off I-80 to visit
us deserves the best we have to
offer,sohopefully this free audio
broadcastwill beenjoyed by the
thousands who visit us even
when the museum is closed.
We want to be sure that no one
leaves our community empty
handed.”

The original Pony Express
Station is owned by the city of
Gothenburg and has been open
to the general public since the
mid-1950s. It was operated main-
ly as agift shop for many ofthose
earlier years. Four years ago, a
localnonprofit, the Gothenburg
Pony Express Association, was
formed and took over the op-
erational management of the
station with a focus on creating
moreof amuseumenvironment.
“We want our visitors to be able

to experience a little bit of what
life was like during the time of
the Pony Express,” Weiss said.

A small gift shop is still open
inside the building, helping to
offset the museum’s operational
expenses. The nonprofit has
been committed since day one
to reinvest all income from gift
shop sales and all donations
back into improving the mu-
seum and the visitor’s experi-
ence. Admissiontothe museum
is free.

ThePonyExpress Station Mu-
seum is open seven days aweek
from April 3through October 24
and consistently receives be-
tween 30,000 and 40,000 guests
annually. Museum hours and
additionalinformation are avail-
able on the website at: www.
ponyexpressstation.org. The
equipment for this project was
funded in part by a grant from
the Gothenburg Chamber of
Commerce Tourism Committee.

B CHAMPION

Cont’d from page Al

As the celebration began in
Omaha, Hotz began receiving
congratulatory messages right
way.

“In about five minutes, I had
like 70 people text me, right after
that,” he said.

Thestatetitlewasyearsinthe
making for Hotz. He medaled at
state as asophomore, but didn’t
place as a junior. It’s something
he never forgot.

“That angered me and prob-
ably drove me to do better than
that,” Hotz said.

The anger that fueled his fire
turned into hard work for the
Gothenburg senior.

“I can’t tell you the number
of hours he’s put in during the
offseason, goingto camps, going
to this Golden Eagles group in
Kearney that he went to a lot,”
Scott said. “All that stuff comes
downto sixminutes, sixminutes
left in your high school career.
People think everything hap-
pened in those six minutes, but
it'sthe 6,000 hours, allthat work
that you've done.”

Scott said his team’s difficult
schedule helped put Hotz in a
position to succeed. He hasn’t
lost a match since before the
calendar turned to 2019, while
many times wrestling state
medalists from Nebraska and
beyond. Scott also credited as-

sistant coach Tim Negley for his
work with Hotz in making him a
better wrestler.

“Thiswas anincredible weight
class,” Scott said. “There was
no weight class that was better.
There were eight medal win-
ners from last year or the year
before.”

Hotz will greet the public at
6:30 p.m. Thursday in the wres-
tling room at Gothenburg High
School. He'll show off the move
that won state, and also sign
autographs for children.

“It’s been great. The outpour-
ing from the community has
been incredible. I hear from
people all over the place saying
congratulations,” Scott said.

Hotzhasalready seenvideo of
the six minutes that made him
a state champion. His thoughts
on seeing it from a different
perspective?

“It just makes you smile,”
Hotz said.

Keep smiling, state champion.

Class B, 132 weight class

Champ. Round 1 - Wyatt Hotz
(Gothenburg) over Jarrett Cline
(Mount Michael Benedictine)
(Fall 5:19)

Quarterfinals - Wyatt Hotz
(Gothenburg) over Noah Tal-
madge (Ralston) (Dec 10-3)

Semifinals - Wyatt Hotz (Go-
thenburg) over Brady Fago
(Lexington) (Dec 5-1)

First Place Match - Wyatt Hotz
(Gothenburg) over Jerryd Her-

\
-

Wyatt Hotz battles Jerryd Hernandez for the state title in the 132 weight class of Class B on Saturday.
nandez (Scottsbluff) (Dec 7-5) He also defeated Hernandez in the B4 District finals. (Photo by Kelly Ninas/Tri City Tribune)

Have The Times delivered
directly to your mailbox
for only #31°%a year if
you live in Gothenburg,

Brady or Dawson County.

MARSHALL'’S
ABSOLUTE
AUCTION

Tuesday - March 5 - 9 a.m.
Buffalo County Fairgrounds
Kearney, Nebraska

ABSOLUTE AUCTION: Everything sells to the
highest bidder. No minimums. No buy backs.

LARGE AUCTION: Farmer owned equipment,

including machinery from the Lynn Miller Estate,

Paul Holl Estate, David Meier Estate and others!
Multiple rings running. Hundreds of items!

LIVE ONLINE BIDDING: Advanced
registration required. See marshallauction.com.

Tractors, loaders, trucks, vehicles, trailers,
planters, cultivators, tillage equipment, seed
tenders, augers, balers, swathers, mowers,
feedwagons, hay trailers, livestock equipment,
irrigation equipment including powerunits and
pipe, ATVs and much more.

See listing and photos at marshallauction.com.

Call Jeff Marshall at 308-233-4633.
Call Miles Marshall, Luke Huddleston
or Robin Marshall at 308-234-6266.

MARSHALL

LAND BROKERS & AUCTIONEERS
2033 Central Ave. - Kearney, NE

Office 308-234-6266
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In addition to the six
Nebraska cities, also re-
ceiving technical assis-
tance from NLC as part
of this initiative include
Brownsville, Tennessee;
Hopewell, Virginia; Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin; New
Orleans, Louisiana; Sac-

ramento, California; San
Pablo, California; Walla
Walla, Washington; and
Waterbury, Connecticut.
As a city taking part in
the City Leadership for
BuildinganEarlyLearning
Nation initiative, NLC will
send both Venteicher and
Angie Richeson, Dudley
Elementary Principal and
GECLC board member, to
Orlando in March to meet
with representatives from

the other communities to
hear what they are doing
and gain insights that can
assist children and fami-
lies in Gothenburg.

The YEF Institute knows
that cities are centers of in-
novationinleadingtheway
nationally to put young
children at the center of
policy and programmatic
agendas. With the work of
thesecities,wearemoving
one step closer to achiev-

HOME LOANS

RD - VA - FHA - Conventional

What you can afford depends on your income, credit
rating, currently monthly expense, down payment and
interest rates. Calculators help, but it’s best to check
with a lending professional. Call us today.

You have the reason, we have your loan

Russ Smith

Vice President
Serving Gothenburg
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Since 1990

ing the vision of a nation
where all cities, towns and
villages are places where
childrenreachtheir full po-
tential and where families
feelsupported and canlive
safe, healthy lives.

This initiative is gener-
ously supported by the
Bezos Family Foundation
and is part of the Bezos
Family Foundation’s vi-
sion to create an Early
Learning Nation by 2025.
This cohort builds on
previous work within the
YEFInstitutetostrengthen
and build local early
learning systems. The
National League of Cities
is dedicated to helping city
leaders build better com-
munities. NLCisaresource
and advocate for 19,000
cities, towns and villages,
representing more than
218 million Americans. The
Institute for Youth, Educa-
tion,and Families, aspecial
entity within the National
League of Cities, helps mu-
nicipal leaders take action
on behalf of the children,
youth, and families in their
communities.

For a gambling problem, call 24/7 GAP helpline
at 833-BETOVER (238-6837) to take action now.

A call to the helpline is taking action. A counselor will
help you identify the problem and find the best avail-
able resource to overcome that problem. This phone
callis your first, best step to get your life back.

The Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program (GAP)
Problemgambling.nebraska.gov

Free and confidential counseling for Nebraskans and their families.
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19,500 _
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sl NE and Western IA
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